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Rocky Mountain Front Conservation Area
(A unit of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System)
The Rocky Mountain Front Conservation 
Area in north-central Montana resulted 
from an inclusive planning process 
involving many partners who contributed 
substantial amounts of time and effort to 
create an approach that will both conserve 
wildlife habitat and help preserve rural 
economies along the Front. 
 
Large working ranches play a major 
role in supporting and protecting the 
biological values of the Front; long-
established ranching families have passed 
land down through many generations, 
thereby limiting subdivision and 
promoting conservation of vital fish and 
wildlife habitat. The Front will provide 
a significant, intact block of such habitat 
between existing protected areas, 
including State Wildlife Management 
Areas, The Nature Conservancy’s Pine 
Butte Swamp Preserve, and the Boone 
& Crockett Club’s Theodore Roosevelt 
Memorial Ranch. 
 
The Service is utilizing a conservation 
easement program to conserve wildlife 
habitat on private land within the 561,700-
acre boundary of the Front. Conservation 
easements are a proven, effective, and 
non-regulatory means to conserve high 
quality wildlife habitat and to maintain 
historic ranching heritage. The Service 
plans to purchase perpetual conservation 
easements from willing sellers on 170,000 
acres of private land between Birch Creek 
and the South Fork of the Dearborn 
River. Funding for the easement program 
will come from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, which is subject to 
the annual Congressional appropriations 
process. 
 
Private lands along the Front include 
important riparian corridors, wetland 
complexes, and upland habitat for grizzly 
bears, trumpeter swans, raptors, and 
other migratory birds. In fact, the Front 
is home to nearly every wildlife species 
described by Lewis and Clark in 1806, 
except free-ranging bison. Many of 
these species occur in relatively stable or 
increasing numbers. 
Cover Photo Courtesy of:  
Carl Heilman II 
(http://www.carlheilman.com) has been 
photographing the American Landscape 
for over 30 years; working to meld his 
passion for wildness into his landscape 
and panoramic photography. 
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Wetland Management Districts are  
comprised of counties in which the
Service has acquired or is leasing
any wetland or pothole area and is
managing them as a Waterfowl  







































Wetland Management Districts of the National Wildlife Refuge System
PRODUCED IN THE DIVISION OF REALTY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
LAND STATUS CURRENT TO: 9/30/2006
BASEMAP: ESRI
DATUM: WGS 1984
MAP NAME: WMDs2006 0 440 880220
Kilometers
Waterfowl Production Area Counties
0 380 760190
Miles

























Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife 





























Great Lakes-Big Rivers Region









































































































Significant Land Acquisition 
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